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WO BT Ve U RS Y North Lakes—Ted Everitt-Stewart
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Central and East Lakes—Pete Entwistle

‘In mid August we started work on a new work site, the path leading to Stone
Arthur from Grasmere. This is a popular path for a short stroll and for others
starting a much longer trek leading to the summit of Fairfield and beyond.
This was the last in the series of projects to repair flood damage caused by
the December 2015 storms.

A section of the path had been completely washed away leaving a steep and
tricky area of bedrock for walkers to navigate, with problems added to by
people seeking alternative routes leading to further erosion and landslips. It
proved to be a challenging and technically difficult project: finding a route 7y e

across an unstable fell side, building through bedrock and the difficulty of Ry 3 »S,%gj)eb_Af.thur,‘before
'keying’ the path so it wouldn't slide off, the constant flow of water in areas S

and trying to undertake repairs whilst allowing access for walkers to enjoy their day out. We even had problems
getting materials to the site as the helicopter couldn’t place bags of stone on the steep ground where we
needed them. This meant five days for our team of four rangers, moving stone 50m across a steep slope, before
we could even begin work. | think it's safe to say that we've not had a job with this number of difficulties for
quite a few years

Solutions to the problems were found, with sections of bedrock chipped to
create a channel for the path and extra drains added to cope with water.
Now completed, anybody using the new path would be unaware of the
underlying difficulties we’ve overcome. It should be robust enough, fingers
crossed, to withstand similar floods in the future.

Looking ahead to next year, we have three planned projects, Grisedale to
Hole in the Wall, Boredale Hause and a revisit to Gowbarrow where we last
worked in 2016. All of the paths are located in Ullswater, which is a valley
that seems to have suffered more than most from water damage.’

Basecamp—Rob Clarke

‘After the summer blitz on Martcrag Moor, we still had a lot of work to do on the sheep
fleece path. Not having built one for a while, we had forgotten quite how much work is
involved using this technique - it certainly isn’t an easy option! So most of our work :
parties with the Fix the Fells volunteers were, for the rest of the year, directed to this site. B8 i@ '

With the help of our second working holiday, we managed to complete the stretch we Ma n:rég Moor, —
were working on and leave it in a good state to weather the winter. The path we’ve built 3 months wearing in

is settling in nicely now and we’ll be back up there to continue with other sections next year.

Basecamp groups also worked on a much lower path, at Glenamara Park above Ullswater, quite a steep route
which required a more traditional job of pitching and drain building. Having spent a couple of days with the
sheep fleece, our working holiday certainly enjoyed this contrast. It was good to be able to show them how our
path repair techniques change, depending on the circumstances.

We’re now looking towards next season. We’ve had visits to St Ravens’s Edge and Wansfell East, to update the
pathwork specification for these sites, and have another visit booked in with the
South Lakes path team and Volunteer Development Ranger, Matt, to look at the
path up Stake Pass from Langdale.

This last one is likely to be tackled with a combination of Basecamp and Matt’s
groups. As his role develops, Matt is starting to work with the Fix the Fells
volunteers, to tackle some of the jobs they have been highlighting. Having
walked on this route most of this year to access Martcrag Moor, it is one area
they are particularly keen to get cracking on!’
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South Lakes—Joe Bagnall

‘The winter months announced themselves in true Lake District fashion, with a couple of heavy downpours and
some stormy weather in [ate October. Whilst the wet and wild was an unpleasant change from the glorious
weather we enjoyed this summer, it gave us an opportunity to see how our stone work and landscaping held up
on the Boredale bridleway. Thankfully the path handled the weather well, with only some turf needing replacing.

Looking ahead, we’re preparing for our four months of winter work across the
NT South Lakes portfolio, covering Coniston, Little Langdale and Hawkshead.
This winter, as part of the ongoing Sustainable Land Management initiative, we
will be laying plenty of hedgerows as well as planting new ones in the
Hawkshead and Coniston areas. This creates a variety of habitat across our
land and establishes corridors for wildlife to move around in.

Several of our woodlands have been hit with the disease Phytophthora ramorum
this year and the main casualty has been our larch plantations. If an infected
tree is found, it, and every larch tree within 100m, has to be felled to prevent the
disease spreading. With several tons of trees now felled and large areas of woodland
opened up, we’ll be spending some time erecting deer fencing to protect these areas
from grazing animals to allow for natural regeneration. Some sites will be replanted
with native broadleaf species which will help to increase biodiversity and stabilise soils.

As we are an uplands team, it wouldn’t be right to not venture into the fells at all
over winter. We’ll be creating some five metre square, stock-proof fenced enclosures
on the fells above Greenburn mine, to monitor the habitat inside and see how it
changes once freed from grazing pressure. There are also several old mineshafts

left over from the Lakes industrial past that need safety fences building or replacing,
to ensure no one falls down them.’

West Lakes—Ilain Gray

‘As the days shortened and the verdant summer shades of Buttermere’s rich foliage seeped
away to an insipid brown backdrop, Scarth Gap was the scene of a race against time to
complete the last flood repair project. It was also our seasonal team member Nathan Haley’s
“prentice piece” so to speak. Having joined us as a volunteer the previous year and
completed a section of pitching on Scafell Pike under close guidance, he was ‘let loose’ on a
section of his own at the top of the pass, where the most severe damage had occurred.

With his contract expiring on October 31%, our schedule neatly fitted, and a rocky mess was
transformed into a nicely graded route towards Haystacks. Immediately after leaving us,
Nathan headed to patrol the Hadrian’s Wall path for the Northumberland National Park.

We also spent some time this autumn, defining and stabilising two routes to Great Gable P
summit. This included reducing the untidy and excessive series of stone piles, into a clearer N;;:‘:r'; 2:33;&2
line of route marker cairns, to help guide people safely to the summit.

By visiting the area in both clear and misty conditions, we were able to
ascertain the distance required between cairns, discovering in the

process how much more effectively a well-built cairn stands out against a |
misty background than just a random heap of stones. ‘

The remainder of autumn was spent on the lower slopes of Lingmell, in a
sort of limbo between upland and lowland work, trying out an
experiment in making a roughly cobbled section of path reminiscent of
some of the older packhorse tracks which survive in places such as the
Borrowdale side of Styhead. Time will tell whether this technique will be
used more often in the future.’

A tasteful cairn
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Update from Joanne Backshall, Project Manager

‘We may have reached the end of a two year phase of work that has focused on repairing
Storm Desmond damage, but there is much more to do that needs your support.

During 2017-18 our Rangers and volunteers have worked hard repairing large sections of
13 different fell routes. We have also used machines to repair extensive erosion damage
on nine other paths. These routes have been in the Ullswater, Borrowdale and
Buttermere valleys, around and above Grasmere and on Helvellyn and Blencathra. In
2019 we will be continuing work in many of these areas, as well as on Scafell Pike,
Blencathra, in the Langdale Valley and on the popular Wainwright Coast to Coast route.

The routes are being made more resilient, to withstand the increasing numbers of people
enjoying the fells and the severe weather events, with plenty of drainage features created to disperse water and
help avoid future erosion.

The volunteer Lengthsmen have again been recognised for their fantastic dedication and contribution to
environmental sustainability, as finalists in the ‘Groundwork Community Awards’. The winners of these awards
will be announced at a special event in the Houses of Parliament in November. Reaching the final three in a
nation-wide selection of community projects is already a win for the Lengthsmen!

We would not be able to continue repairing and maintaining the fell paths and landscape without your help and
we would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support for Fix the Fells.’

Funding for Fix the Fells

The National Trust is the main long-term funder of Fix the Fells. As a registered charity, we rely on people to
support this vital work with donations and legacies. Fix the Fells is supported in many ways, by all the partners.
Additional fundraising activity and a visitor payback scheme for local business, is led by Lake District Foundation.

Get in touch

To find out more about Fix the Fells, how to become a volunteer or how you can support this project with a
donation or legacy to the National Trust, please do contact us directly. All enquiries will be treated confidentially.

Liz Guest, Fundraising Coordinator, National Trust, The Hollens, Grasmere, LA22 9QZ
Direct tel: 015394 63806 Email: liz.guest@nationaltrust.org.uk

More info online at: www.fixthefells.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/thelakes
http://fellrangers.blogspot.com

www.facebook.com/NTHighWrayBasecamp @ FUNDRAISING
twitter @ntlakesfells REGULATOR

We have an outstanding range of places in our care in the wider North Region. To find out more visit the website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk. Look out for us on Twitter and Facebook too.

To minimise costs, this newsletter is produced and printed at the Grasmere office. We can also email it to you.
If you would like this newsletter in a different format call Liz on 015394 63806 or email
liz.guest@nationaltrust.org.uk
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